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CONCOURS OF ELEGANCE AND BRIDGE OF WEIR LEATHER COMPANY INTRODUCE ‘CARS OF OUR YEARS’ 
SPECIAL FEATURE FOR 2017
· Concours of Elegance is proud to partner with Bridge of Weir Leather Company to launch a new ‘Cars of our Years’ feature
· Automotive luminaries, including Aston Martin’s Andy Palmer,  Geely’s Peter Horbury, Jaguar Land Rover’s Wayne Burgess and the Royal College of Art’s Sam Livingstone, will each choose a car that has made a particular impact on their life 
· A selection of the ‘Cars of our Years’ will be displayed at September’s Concours of Elegance at Hampton Court Palace as part of the new feature
· Tickets to the Concours of Elegance can be bought from www.concoursofelegance.co.uk
Concours of Elegance and Bridge of Weir Leather Company have partnered up once again to launch a brand new ‘Cars of our Years’ feature, celebrating the important connection between man and machine.
Notable friends of the Concours and Bridge of Weir, including Aston Martin President and CEO Dr. Andy Palmer, Senior Vice President of Geely Design, Peter Horbury, Jaguar Land Rover’s Design Studio Director, Wayne Burgess and Director of Design at Rolls-Royce Giles Taylor, will each pick a car from their lifetime that has made the strongest emotional impact. 
Each week the ‘Cars of our Years’ campaign will hear from a different automotive expert, and their story will be told on the Concours of Elegance website (www.concoursofelegance.co.uk) and social media channels. 

A selection of the cars will be displayed at Hampton Court Palace for the Concours of Elegance 2017, and the panel of famous industry faces will be appearing on the new live stage over the course of the weekend telling their stories.
The new Bridge of Weir ‘Cars of our Years’ display is just one part of the biggest Concours of Elegance event yet. More than 1000 vehicles from the world’s most iconic brands will join the celebrations at Hampton Court Palace from 1-3 September, spanning the whole history of the automobile, from 1896 to the modern day.

Concours of Elegance Director, James Brooks-Ward, said: “Concours of Elegance celebrates the finest automobiles in the world, and Bridge of Weir has supplied leather to many of them. But beyond rarity and beauty, cars hold a special place in people’s hearts because of the memories they help to make – that’s exactly what we’re celebrating at Concours of Elegance this year with Bridge of Weir’s new ‘Cars of Our Years’ feature.”

Bridge of Weir has been in the business of manufacturing leather for the automotive industry since 1905, supplying to many of the most iconic manufacturers, including Aston Martin, Ford, Jaguar Land Rover, McLaren, Volvo and many others. 
Bridge of Weir Managing Director, Karen Marshall, said: “We know more than most that cars hold a strong emotional connection for lots of individuals; the smell of our leather in a classic car often brings fond memories flooding back. That’s why we wanted to continue our partnership with Concours of Elegance this year, with a ‘Cars of our Years’ feature that really emphasises this emotional connection using the experiences of a number of our notable friends in the industry.”
Adult tickets for this year’s Concours of Elegance start from just £25, with concessions from £17.50. Children under five and carers can enter free of charge. Members of the public also have the opportunity to attend on Friday 1st September, a day normally reserved for the Owners of the main Concours cars. 

- ENDS -

Media enquiries:  

Luke Madden, Associate Director, Influence Associates
Tel: +44 (0)207 287 9610

Email: luke@influenceassociates.com 

General information: 


Iain Campbell, Thorough Events Ltd
Tel: 020 3142 8542
Email: iain@thoroughevents.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/concoursofelegance
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/ConcoursUK
About the annual Concours of Elegance: 

Established in 2012, the inaugural Concours of Elegance was held within Windsor Castle to mark the diamond jubilee of Her Majesty The Queen’s reign.  Organised by Thorough Events, the first Concours of Elegance set a new global benchmark for a classic car concours; winning prestigious awards in the process; unheard of for a ‘start-up’ event in its first year.  The second Concours of Elegance was held in 2013 to equal fanfare at the historic Royal Palace of St James in London, with the widely acclaimed third Concours set in the stunning grounds of Hampton Court Palace in September 2014, before heading to the Palace of Holyroodhouse in 2015. Only cars of the highest calibre are invited to the Concours of Elegance, from all over the world, painstakingly selected by the Concours Steering Committee; a respected team of authoritative historic car experts.  A key objective of the annual Concours of Elegance is to raise significant sums for charity. 
www.concoursofelegance.co.uk 
Hampton Court Palace is cared for by Historic Royal Palaces, the independent charity that also looks after the Tower of London, the Banqueting House, Kensington Palace, Kew Palace and Hillsborough Castle in Northern Ireland.  We help everyone explore the story of how monarchs and people have shaped society, in some of the greatest palaces ever built. We raise all our own funds and depend on the support of our visitors, members, donors, sponsors and volunteers. With the exception of Hillsborough Castle, these palaces are owned by The Queen on behalf of the nation, and we manage them for the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport. Registered charity number 1068852. For more information, visit www.hrp.org.uk.  

About Bridge of Weir Leather Company
Bridge of Weir has been at the forefront of innovation and quality for over a century. Where there have been major advances in motoring, furniture or travel, Bridge of Weir leather played its part, featuring in icons as diverse as the Ford Model T to the Charles Eames Lounge Chair to Concorde.

Since 1905, Bridge of Weir has continuously innovated, adopting the latest technology, and, since 2009, boasts the lowest carbon tannery and leather product in the world.  But, the product quality and its unique appeal are still based on the same principles.

Only the finest hides sourced from the best heritage breeds are used, pure water – the same as used to distill malt whiskies, and generations of hand-finished craftsmanship create a unique alchemy resulting in the finest Scottish Leather.
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