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STAR CARS REVEALED AS TICKETS GO ON SALE FOR CONCOURS OF ELEGANCE 2017

· The first star cars have been confirmed for Concours of Elegance 2017, including the first ever Bentley to race at Le Mans: the 1922 3 Litre #141

· Tickets are now on sale for this year’s event, which is heading to Hampton Court Palace from 1-3 September

· Cars from throughout history, including a 1903 Panhard-Levassor and a 2017 Aston Martin Vanquish Zagato, will feature

· The best Concours of Elegance yet will also boast a new central stage and displays of nearly a thousand other cars over the weekend

· Tickets can be bought from www.concoursofelegance.co.uk


As tickets to the Concours of Elegance 2017 go on sale, some of the first world-class cars attending have been confirmed, including the very first Bentley to race at Le Mans: the 3 Litre #141. This car, coming to Hampton Court Palace all the way from Australia, helped lay the foundations for a run of Le Mans 24 Hours wins for Bentley, who went on to victory in 1924, ‘27, ’28, ’29 and ’30. 

Bentley 3 Litre chassis #141 was first built in 1922, completed with a four-seater Park Ward body, and entered the very first Le Mans 24 Hours race in 1923, where it placed fourth. Bentley was back at Le Mans in 1924, where it took overall victory in the first of five wins over the next seven years, securing Bentley and the Bentley Boys a place in motorsport history.

The Concours of Elegance always tells the complete story of the motor car, and 2017’s event is no different, gathering a collection of the world’s rarest cars from the turn of the Century to the modern day. Representing one of the earliest on display, is the 1903 Panhard-Levassor. A rarity in itself, this car is all the more special because it’s been in the same family since new, marking 114 years of careful ownership.

The Concours then travels through the world’s most legendary road and racing cars from the likes of Alfa Romeo, Bugatti and Ferrari, before reaching the 1958 Maserati 300S, famously driven by Sir Stirling Moss to two race victories in the ‘50s. 

The poster cars of the ‘70s and ‘80s will also be on display at Hampton Court Palace from 1-3 September alongside some of the latest and most exclusive models currently on the road, including the Aston Martin Vanquish Zagato. This car – one of just 99 –  is based on the V12-powered Vanquish but features a bespoke carbon fibre body designed by Italian coachbuilders, Zagato.

For the first time at the Concours of Elegance, many of the cars on display will be taking part in moving parades over the weekend, including a trip to the event’s new central stage. Featuring commentary and interviews with some of the world’s foremost motoring experts, the stage will provide a focal point for all visitors to the Concours of Elegance.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As well as the cars in the main display, visitors will also be treated to a parade of pre-1904 cars, a range of ultra-exclusive supercars and a variety of displays from the nation’s best car clubs. More detail on the additional features will be announced in the coming months. 

Adult tickets for this year’s Concours of Elegance start from just £25, with concessions from £17.50. Children under five and carers can enter free of charge. Members of the public also have the opportunity to attend on Friday 1st September, a day normally reserved for the Owners of the main Concours cars. 



- ENDS -

Media enquiries:  
Luke Madden, Senior Manager, Influence Associates
Tel: +44 (0)207 287 9610
Email: luke@influenceassociates.com 


General information: 

Iain Campbell, Thorough Events Ltd
Tel: 020 3142 8542
Email: iain@thoroughevents.co.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/concoursofelegance
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/ConcoursUK


About the annual Concours of Elegance: 
Established in 2012, the inaugural Concours of Elegance was held within Windsor Castle to mark the diamond jubilee of Her Majesty The Queen’s reign.  Organised by Thorough Events, the first Concours of Elegance set a new global benchmark for a classic car concours; winning prestigious awards in the process; unheard of for a ‘start-up’ event in its first year.  The second Concours of Elegance was held in 2013 to equal fanfare at the historic Royal Palace of St James in London, with the widely acclaimed third Concours set in the stunning grounds of Hampton Court Palace in September 2014, before heading to the Palace of Holyroodhouse in 2015. Only cars of the highest calibre are invited to the Concours of Elegance, from all over the world, painstakingly selected by the Concours Steering Committee; a respected team of authoritative historic car experts.  A key objective of the annual Concours of Elegance is to raise significant sums for charity. 
www.concoursofelegance.co.uk 

Hampton Court Palace is cared for by Historic Royal Palaces, the independent charity that also looks after the Tower of London, the Banqueting House, Kensington Palace, Kew Palace and Hillsborough Castle in Northern Ireland.  We help everyone explore the story of how monarchs and people have shaped society, in some of the greatest palaces ever built. We raise all our own funds and depend on the support of our visitors, members, donors, sponsors and volunteers. With the exception of Hillsborough Castle, these palaces are owned by The Queen on behalf of the nation, and we manage them for the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport. Registered charity number 1068852. For more information, visit www.hrp.org.uk.  
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