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INAUGURAL BRITISH GRAND PRIX CARS GATHER FOR WORLD-FIRST AT CONCOURS OF ELEGANCE 2016 

Concours of Elegance 2016, Windsor Castle, 2-4 September

· In a world-first, the Concours of Elegance will gather cars from the grid of the inaugural British GP, held at Brooklands in 1926

· Visitors will have the unique opportunity to see where top level British motorsport began, with a Delage 155B, Talbot 700, Thomas Special and Halford Special each lining up at Windsor Castle in September 

· A special feature will also celebrate British motoring icons from the past 90 years, covering everything from the Mini to the McLaren F1

· Sixty of the world’s finest cars will gather in the Quadrangle at Windsor Castle, as around 1000 cars join celebrations at the Castle for Her Majesty The Queen’s 90th birthday

· Press accreditation for the event is now open, at http://concoursofelegance.co.uk/news/media-accreditation/


Visitors to Concours of Elegance 2016 – held at Windsor Castle from 2-4 September –  will have the unique opportunity to see four of the remaining 1926 British Grand Prix cars in one place. In a celebration of Her Majesty The Queen’s 90th birthday, the historic racing cars will be joined by a revolutionary British car from each decade of Her Majesty’s life.

Organised by the Royal Automobile Club, the very first British Grand Prix took place at Brooklands Motor Circuit, Surrey, in the year of Her Majesty The Queen’s birth, 1926. A total of 11 cars took part, with just three finishing the race, and Concours of Elegance 2016 will mark the first time that this many competitors have gathered since the race 90 years ago.

It’s a unique opportunity to see where top level British motorsport began, as four of the original racing cars line-up in the grounds of Windsor Castle in September; among them a Delage 155B, Talbot 700, Thomas Special and Halford Special. Each carries an incredible racing story, like that of the Delage, which was making frequent stops to avoid causing serious burns to the drivers’ feet. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Concours of Elegance 2016 will also be gathering 10 of the most revolutionary British cars from Her Majesty The Queen’s life – one from each decade. Running from the Bentley 3 Litre of the 1920s, through the Land Rover Series I, the Mini and the McLaren F1, the feature will showcase Britain’s pivotal role in the motor industry.

These features are just a small part of the Windsor Castle event which – at its heart – showcases sixty of the world’s most exclusive cars. The full list of those sixty, which are hosted in Windsor’s glorious Quadrangle, will be finalised in the next few weeks by the event’s Steering Committee, a group of the world’s most knowledgeable classic car experts. Already confirmed is a one-off art deco masterpiece, the 1937 Hispano Suiza Dubonnet Xenia, and an Alfa Romeo 8C 2300 Zagato, a car which dominated motorsport events of its day.

Concours of Elegance 2016 will also feature a free-to-view area, consisting of more than 800 models from the UK’s best car clubs, including the Ferrari, Aston Martin, Lamborghini, Jaguar and Bentley owners’ clubs.



Media accreditation for the Concours of Elegance is open now; journalists and photographers should enter their details at: http://concoursofelegance.co.uk/news/media-accreditation


- ENDS -


Media enquiries:  
Luke Madden, Account Manager, Influence Associates
Tel: +44 (0)207 287 9610
Email: luke@influenceassociates.com 


General information: 

Iain Campbell, Thorough Events Ltd
Tel: 020 3142 8542
Email: iain@thoroughevents.co.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/concoursofelegance
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/ConcoursUK




About the annual Concours of Elegance: 
Established in 2012, the inaugural Concours of Elegance was held within Windsor Castle to mark the diamond jubilee of Her Majesty The Queen’s reign.  Organised by Thorough Events, the first Concours of Elegance set a new global benchmark for a classic car concours; winning prestigious awards in the process; unheard of for a ‘start-up’ event in its first year.  The second Concours of Elegance was held in 2013 to equal fanfare at the historic Royal Palace of St James in London, with the widely acclaimed and biggest yet third Concours set in the stunning grounds of Hampton Court Palace in September 2014.  Only 60 cars of the highest calibre are invited to the Concours of Elegance (60 being a reference to The Queen’s diamond jubilee which saw the event established in 2012), with the rarest cars in the world, from all over the world, painstakingly selected by the Concours Steering Committee; a respected team of authoritative historic car experts.  A key objective of the annual Concours of Elegance is to raise significant sums for charity. 
www.concoursofelegance.co.uk 
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