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AMAZING ASTON MARTINS JOIN LINE UP FOR THE BIGGEST CONCOURS OF ELEGANCE YET
· Concours of Elegance 2017 will feature four of the rarest Aston Martins in the world as part of the main concours
· Historic 1923 Aston Martin ‘Clover Leaf’, 1933 Le Mans Short Chassis and DB4GT Zagato joined by the DBR9/01 racer
· A special Aston Martin V8 celebration will bring together an example of every V8-powered model the brand has produced 
· The biggest Concours of Elegance yet will also boast a new central stage and displays of nearly a thousand other cars over the weekend
· The Concours takes place from 1-3 September, and tickets can be bought from www.concoursofelegance.co.uk
Concours of Elegance 2017 will welcome a host of rare and important Aston Martins to Hampton Court Palace this September, tracing the history of the brand from the 1923 Aston Martin ‘Clover Leaf’ all the way through to the DBR9/01 racer. There will also be a special Aston Martin V8 display of more than 100 vehicles, including an example of each V8-engined model produced by the iconic British manufacturer. 
The 1923 Aston Martin Clover Leaf appears in the main concours event, earning its place among more than sixty of the most incredible cars in the world. It is thought to be the second-oldest roadgoing production Aston Martin in existence, and has recently been treated to an extensive restoration back to the special three-seat layout it was original built with. 
Also on display is a 1933 Aston Martin Le Mans Short Chassis, one of only around 130 examples built. Produced at a time when Aston Martin was investing heavily into the world of motorsport, this roadgoing version of a Le Mans 24 Hours class winner has earned a reputation as one of the most thrilling pre-war sports cars ever built.
The more modern world of Aston Martin motorsport will also be showcased at Hampton Court Palace this September, with the DBR9/01. Built to take on the dominant Chevrolet Corvettes on the GT racing circuit, it was victorious over the American cars on its very first outing at the Sebring 12 Hours in 2005. Based loosely on the DB9 road car, the DBR9 features a 6.0-litre naturally aspirated V12 engine, producing around 600bhp. 

No Aston Martin display would be complete without examples of the legendary partnership between Aston Martin and Italian design house Zagato. Perhaps their most beautiful creation, the DB4GT Zagato, will be on display in the grounds of Hampton Court Palace.
This particular DB4GT Zagato, nearly 50kg lighter, 12hp more powerful and with a more aerodynamic shape than a standard DB4, was raced extensively in Australia, and with great success. It’s also extremely rare, with just 19 DB4GT variants built.
Away from the main concours event is a gathering of more than 100 Aston Martins celebrating the brand’s V8-powered models. Beginning with the 1969 Aston Martin V8 and running through to the latest V8 Vantage, there will be one example of each V8-engined Aston Martin ever built. 
Concours of Elegance Director, James Brooks-Ward, said: “Aston Martin remains one of the best-loved British brands throughout the world, and I’m so pleased to see its story told at Concours of Elegance this year. We have some of the rarest and most important Aston Martin models ever built in attendance this year, representing just one small part of what will be the biggest and best Concours of Elegance we’ve ever hosted.”
A new central stage will be the focal point of the Concours of Elegance this year, hosting moving displays of vehicles across the weekend, including the various Aston Martins.
The Concours of Elegance takes place at Hampton Court Palace from the 1-3 September, with tickets starting from just £25 and concessions from £17.50. Children under five and carers can enter free of charge. Members of the public also have the opportunity to attend on Friday 1st September, a day normally reserved for the Owners of the main Concours cars. 

- ENDS -

Media enquiries:  

Luke Madden, Associate Director, Influence Associates
Tel: +44 (0)207 287 9610

Email: luke@influenceassociates.com 

General information: 


Iain Campbell, Thorough Events Ltd
Tel: 020 3142 8542
Email: iain@thoroughevents.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/concoursofelegance
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/ConcoursUK
About the annual Concours of Elegance: 

Established in 2012, the inaugural Concours of Elegance was held within Windsor Castle to mark the diamond jubilee of Her Majesty The Queen’s reign.  Organised by Thorough Events, the first Concours of Elegance set a new global benchmark for a classic car concours; winning prestigious awards in the process; unheard of for a ‘start-up’ event in its first year.  The second Concours of Elegance was held in 2013 to equal fanfare at the historic Royal Palace of St James in London, with the widely acclaimed third Concours set in the stunning grounds of Hampton Court Palace in September 2014, before heading to the Palace of Holyroodhouse in 2015. Only cars of the highest calibre are invited to the Concours of Elegance, from all over the world, painstakingly selected by the Concours Steering Committee; a respected team of authoritative historic car experts.  A key objective of the annual Concours of Elegance is to raise significant sums for charity. 
www.concoursofelegance.co.uk 
Hampton Court Palace is cared for by Historic Royal Palaces, the independent charity that also looks after the Tower of London, the Banqueting House, Kensington Palace, Kew Palace and Hillsborough Castle in Northern Ireland.  We help everyone explore the story of how monarchs and people have shaped society, in some of the greatest palaces ever built. We raise all our own funds and depend on the support of our visitors, members, donors, sponsors and volunteers. With the exception of Hillsborough Castle, these palaces are owned by The Queen on behalf of the nation, and we manage them for the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport. Registered charity number 1068852. For more information, visit www.hrp.org.uk.  
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