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CONCOURS OF ELEGANCE

HAMPTON COURT PALACE
31 AUG - 2 SEPT 2018





EXTRAORDINARY GATHERING OF SPECIAL ASTON MARTINS AT CONCOURS OF ELEGANCE 2018 
· Over 100 Aston Martin cars to line up in the dazzling grounds of Hampton Court Palace this summer as part of celebrations of 70 years of DB-badged models
· Highlights include a 1967 DBSC Coupe by Touring – the only road-worthy version in existence, built by Touring as a potential replacement to the DB6

· Also on display in the Main Concours is the ‘Royal Aston Martin’ – an early DB2 DHC – and perhaps the finest example of a 1937 Aston Martin 15/98 Tourer

· Aston Martin itself, along with the Aston Martin Owners Club and specialists will all be hosting displays in the glorious grounds of Hampton Court Palace from 31 Aug – 2 Sep
· Tickets to the Concours of Elegance at Hampton Court Palace are on sale now, available from: www.concoursofelegance.co.uk/tickets


On the 70th anniversary of the very first Aston Martin DB-badged models, the Concours of Elegance at Hampton Court Palace will be hosting a display of some of the finest Aston Martins ever produced. From 31 August – 2 September, over 100 icons from the legendary British marque will be on display, including four very special examples in the Main Concours.
Chief among them is a 1967 Aston Martin DBSC by Touring – the only road-going version in existence. Only two cars were built by Touring as a potential replacement for the Aston Martin DB6, and this left-hand-drive 4-litre, straight-six powered rarity comes finished in Dubonnet Rosso paint, with a tan pigskin interior.

Also on display is a 1937 Aston Martin 15/98 Long Chassis Tourer by Bertelli – probably the best example of this rare and interesting model in the world. One of only 24, the four-seat luxury touring car was designed as a departure from Aston’s race-derived sports cars. The vehicle presented at this year’s Concours has gone through a comprehensive restoration by pre-war marque specialist Ecurie Bertelli, to bring it up to Concours standard. 
Concours of Elegance will also be playing host to the ‘Royal Aston Martin’, one of the first six Aston Martin DB2 DHCs, produced in 1950 and bought by Prince Bertil of Sweden. The car performed in the parade lap at the 1951 Le Mans 24 Hours race, accompanied by Aston Martin legend David Brown. 
A DB5 Convertible will be appearing in the Main Concours line-up as part of Concours of Elegance’s broader 70th anniversary celebrations of the first DB-badged Aston Martins. The exceptionally stylish and rare open top DB5 represents one of the small number of models produced in Newport Pagnell, and this example is one of just 83 right-hand-drive cars ever built. 
To cap it all off, the DB 70th anniversary celebrations will include a gathering of around a hundred Aston Martin DB-badged vehicles in the beautiful gardens of Hampton Court Palace, collated with the help of the Aston Martin Owners Club. The show-stopping parade of vehicles will include an example of every DB model created from the ‘DB1’ through to today’s DB11. 
But the Aston Martin focus doesn’t end there, with a strong presence from the Aston Martin factory, including a display stand featuring the very latest models. Aston Martin specialists Nicholas Mee & Co will also be bringing along examples of their finest stock as part of the Concours of Elegance’s ‘Specialist Showcase’.
This year’s event is the largest and most diverse running yet, not only featuring one of the most incredible collections of vehicles ever seen in the Main Concours display but also a number of other special motoring features still to be announced.
Concours of Elegance Director, Andrew Evans, said: “Aston Martin remains one the most iconic British brands, and its cars exude prestige, power and elegance to automotive aficionados from across the globe. With support from Aston Martin, Aston Martin specialists and the excellent Aston Martin Owners Club we feel as though we’ve created a very fitting tribute to a British legend at Concours of Elegance. But amazingly, this world-class display is just one part of the overall event, providing visitors with more content, more quality and more entertainment than ever before.”
Concours of Elegance is working in conjunction with a number of organisations to offer bespoke experiences for visitors, including the Octane Tour, held on Sunday. To join the Octane Tour contact iain@thoroughevents.co.uk. 
The Concours has also partnered with Tom’s Kitchen – founded by Tom Aikens –  to offer new deli picnics for visitors. Presented in individual jute bags, the picnics will include a substantial chicken or vegetarian main course plus salads with a generous cheese and fruit box and a delicious strawberry and white chocolate dessert.
Tickets to the Concours of Elegance are on sale now, available from: www.concoursofelegance.co.uk/tickets


- ENDS -
Media enquiries: 
Luke Madden, Associate Director, Influence Associates
Tel: +44 (0)207 287 9610
Email: luke@influenceassociates.com 
General information:
Iain Campbell, Thorough Events Ltd
Tel: 020 3142 8542
Email: iain@thoroughevents.co.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/concoursofelegance

Twitter: www.twitter.com/ConcoursUK


About the annual Concours of Elegance:
Established in 2012, the inaugural Concours of Elegance was held within Windsor Castle to mark the diamond jubilee of Her Majesty The Queen’s reign. Organised by Thorough Events, the first Concours of Elegance set a new global benchmark for a classic car concours; winning prestigious awards in the process; unheard of for a ‘start-up’ event in its first year. The second Concours of Elegance was held in 2013 to equal fanfare at the historic Royal Palace of St James in London, with the widely acclaimed third Concours set in the stunning grounds of Hampton Court Palace in September 2014, before heading to the Palace of Holyroodhouse in 2015. Only cars of the highest calibre are invited to the Concours of Elegance, from all over the world, painstakingly selected by the Concours Steering Committee; a respected team of authoritative historic car experts. A key objective of the annual Concours of Elegance is to raise significant sums for charity.
www.concoursofelegance.co.uk


Historic Royal Palaces

Hampton Court Palace is cared for by Historic Royal Palaces, the independent charity that also looks after the Tower of London, the Banqueting House, Kensington Palace, Kew Palace and Hillsborough Castle in Northern Ireland. We help everyone explore the story of how monarchs and people have shaped society, in some of the greatest palaces ever built. We raise all our own funds and depend on the support of our visitors, members, donors, sponsors and volunteers. With the exception of Hillsborough Castle, these palaces are owned by The Queen on behalf of the nation, and we manage them for the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport. Registered charity number 1068852. For more information, visit www.hrp.org.uk.
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